August 15, 2006

Town Board Minutes

A Regular meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Cortlandt was conducted on Tuesday, August 15, 2006 in the Vincent S. Nyberg Meeting Room of the Cortlandt Town Hall located at One Heady Street, Cortlandt Manor, NY (10567) with the following elected officials and appointed staff in attendance:


LINDA D. PUGLISI


Supervisor



JOSEPH D. CERRETO

Councilmember



ANN LINDAU


Councilmember



JOHN E. SLOAN


Councilmember

Absent:
FRANCIS X. FARRELL

Councilmember

Also present:
JO-ANN DYCKMAN

Town Clerk


THOMAS WOOD, ESQ.

Town Attorney



GLENN CESTARO


Comptroller



EDWARD VERGANO

DOTS, Director



ROSEMARIE BOYLE/LASHER
DOTS, Asst. to Director



KATHLEEN BURLESON

DES, Director



JOHN PALMIOTTO

DES/Recreation Supervisor



JEFF TKACS


DES, Safety & Security Coor.



CATHERINE M. MASTRACCHIO   Deputy Town Clerk

* * * * * * * * * *    

MEETING CALLED to ORDER

Supervisor Puglisi called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.        .

* * * * * * * * * * 

PLEDGE to the FLAG

Supervisor Puglisi led all in attendance in a pledge to the flag.

* * * * * * * * * *
SUPERVISOR’S PROCLAMATIONS and REPORTS on ISSUES

Supervisor Puglisi noted that the meeting is not being held in its usual venue since the roof is being replaced on that room.  The project will take about a month and in the meantime the meetings will be held in the conference room.

Two very important and exciting events are coming up in September.  John Palmiotto, Recreation Superintendent, made a presentation on Cortlandt Family Fun Day to be held on Saturday, September 9th at the Cortlandt Train Station.  Rain date is Sunday, September 10th.  Highlights include rides for the children, a jumping castle and many, many activities.  Pepsi has donated close to 85 cases of soda, Gatorade and water.  There will be food, Carvel, cotton candy.  He went on to discuss various entertainment that will be available.  He asked for volunteers to assist.  There are fifteen to sixteen local businesses who are donating money.  

Jason Mara said it will be a great day for all ages with most of the rides either free or available for a nominal fee.
Ken Sherman said this is the first time the Recreation Department has ever done a community event and they are all looking forward to it.  They have been working on putting this together since January, 2006.  
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SUPERVISOR’S REPORTS, (cont.)
He also announced that on Tuesday, September 26th the second annual golf tournament to benefit our first responders will be held at Hollowbrook Golf Course followed by a barbecue dinner.  All proceeds will go to Town of Cortlandt first responders.  Cost is $75.00 per person for all first responders, $125.00 for all residents and $50.00 for just the dinner.

Supervisor Puglisi then asked Alan Morrison to give a brief summary on what will transpire on Patriot’s Weekend, August 25th to 27th.
Al. Morrison said events will begin on the 25th with a talk by Dr. Robert Selig at the Verplanck Firehouse.  He is the national historian for the Washington Rochambeau March.  On Saturday the re-enactors will be encamped at the Hudson River waterfront in Verplanck.  George Washington will present medals at the Post Hannoch House to the capturers of Major John Andre, the British spy.  Following that there will be a return to camp where the troops will board boats and cross the Hudson River.  Upon their return, the troops will be fed at the Verplanck Firehouse and on Saturday evening at 9:30 p.m. there will be a spectacular fireworks display on the Hudson River with finales being shot from both Verplanck and Stony Point.  On Sunday various activities will continue, including tactical maneuvers and a memorial service. 

People were urged to pick up a brochure describing the events in greater detail or to visit the website, www.kingsferry.org.

Supervisor Puglisi said the Town was looking forward to this event, noting the tremendous amount of work that has gone into it.  She noted that our very own Councilmember Cerreto will be a participant in the appropriate historical garb.

* *   

Supervisor Puglisi said along with Westchester County, the Town of Cortlandt is asking people to recycle their old, unwanted cell phones by bringing cell phones and related equipment to one of the two drop off points in Town, either Town Hall or at the Muriel H. Morabito Community Center.

* *    

She commented on the new road improvement project currently underway at Route 202 and Croton Avenue and said she hopes it will be completed by school opening.  Although our Town Engineer is overseeing the project, it is being constructed and paid for by V.S. Construction.  Mr. Santucci was the original applicant at Cortlandt Ridge and the Town requested that he construct this intersection, which he agreed to do. The project will include a much needed turning lane 
* *   

New street lamps have been put into place at the Oregon Road roundabout.  They add a nice touch and there will soon be some flowers planted at the site.
* * * * * * * * * *  
ROLL CALL

On a roll call attendance taken by Town Clerk Dyckman, all Councilpersons indicated their presence with the exception of Councilmember Farrell who was declared absent.
* * * * * * * * * *
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TOWN BOARD REPORTS

Councilmember Cerreto reminded everyone that the Montrose Veterans’ Hospital has a food pantry for veterans in need.  They also collect used furniture.  This is for veterans who are just trying to get out on their own.  One of the drop off points for non-perishable items is in Town Hall.

Councilmember Cerreto spoke of an elderly woman in Verplanck whose husband passed away about twenty-three years ago.  Her property was going down hill since she was unable to take care of it.  When the word got out of her plight, the Verplanck Fire Department put the word out to its members and last Saturday morning they all showed up at her house on their own time and proceeded to clean up the yard so that she would not find herself in the situation of violating property codes.  He said this is a story of a community that came together to help one of its own.  He thanked all of the volunteers of the Verplanck Fire Department who went to help
* * * * *   

Councilmember John Sloan announced the revamping, through the efforts of Peter McMillan and Melissa Hoffman, of our on-line sports registration program.  This allows residents to register for various athletic teams on-line.  Although this application has been around for a number of years, it has now been revamped.  There is a sizable increase in the numbers of citizens using it.  
Councilman Sloan spoke of the agenda item requesting the name change of Route 6 to Cortlandt Boulevard.  He said this is an initiative that was started a number of months ago by the Supervisor regarding what we can do to rescue Route 6.  There is an effort to beautify Route 6 and this would be another small step to take its anonymity away, a move which he applauds.

* * * * * 

Councilmember Ann Lindau said she has nothing to report tonight.
* * * * * * * * * * 
APPROVAL of the MINUTES

Councilmember Sloan moved that the minutes of the special meeting of July 10, 2006 and the regular meeting of July 18, 2006 be approved as presented by Town Clerk Dyckman.  Councilmember Cerreto seconded the motion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * * * * * * *     

PUBLIC HEARINGS
(All public hearings conducted at this meeting are to be found fully transcribed and entered in the Official Public Hearing Minute Book in the Office of the Town Clerk.)

Public Hearing to consider amending the Town Sign Ordinance.

Supervisor Puglisi called the hearing to order at 7:50 p.m.  Town Clerk Dyckman presented and read the Notice of Hearing as had been published in the official Town of Cortlandt newspaper.

Supervisor Puglisi asked the Town Attorney to give a brief preface statement.
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PUBLIC HEARING – Sign Ordinance, (cont.)
T. Wood said this is a proposed amendment to the Town’s Sign Ordinance that provides when there is already an existing approved sign, if the owner of the property wishes to 
make a change to it, it can be addressed administratively by approval of the Director of Technical Services in consultation with the Architectural Advisory Board.  This would, hopefully, ease some of the congestion on the Planning Board agenda.  The location of the sign would have already been approved by the Planning Board in the previous review process.  This is based on a recommendation not only by the staff, but at the urging of the Planning Board.
There was no one additional wishing to speak and the Public Hearing was closed on motion of Councilpersons Cerreto and Lindau.  All voted AYE.

* * * * *    

Councilmembers Cerreto and Lindau then moved for adoption of the following legislation:

RESOLUTION NO. 279-06 – RE:  Adopt a Negative Declaration in the matter of certain amendments to the Sign Ordinance.

* *    

LOCAL LAW NO. 4-06 – RE:  Adopt certain amendments to the Sign Ordinance.

There was no further discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * *

Public Hearing to consider amending the ordinance regulating the issuance of building permits.

Supervisor Puglisi called the hearing to order at 7:52 p.m. 
Town Clerk Dyckman presented and read the Notice of Hearing as had been published in the official Town of Cortlandt newspaper.

T. Wood said that under State Law there were certain safeguards in place that when a development is first approved a developer has to post the bond to ensure that public road and drainage facilities within that subdivision are going to be complete. 

The Town of Cortlandt, some years ago, went further and adopted a Local Law that actually restrained the number of building permits that could be issued and geared the issuance of building permits to the level of improvement that was being complete.  Over the years we’ve found that the onerous burden of holding permits until the road was dedicated to the Town just didn’t work for a number of reasons, both for the fact that the final course could be damaged after it was turned over to the Town and, also, because for some developers they need to get equipment in, etc., earlier.

So, by this amendment, all we’re doing is changing it to allow removing the need to have the road dedicated to the Town before the final building permits are issued.  And, it also changes that there would only be in question the last three or ten percent of the total, whichever is greater, if the final course hadn’t been put on.

Supervisor Puglisi thanked the Town Attorney and asked if there was anyone wishing to ask questions on this Public Hearing.
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PUBLIC HEARING – Building Permits, (cont.)
Ed Vergano said this does not change the fact that all site work must be complete before all building permits are issued.  The only difference is that we’re removing the requirement that the road actually must be dedicated before the last ten percent of building permits are issued.
There was no one additional wishing to speak and the Public Hearing was closed on motion of Councilmembers Lindau and Cerreto.  All voted AYE.

* * * * *   

Councilmembers Lindau and Cerreto then moved to adopt the following legislation:

RESOLUTION NO. 280–06 – Adopt a Negative Declaration in the matter of amending the ordinance regulating the issuance of building permits.

* * 

LOCAL LAW NO. 5-06 – RE;  Amend Local Law No. 2-2006 dealing with building permits.
There was no discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * *

Public Hearing to consider closure of the Seasonal Highway (unimproved portion of Montrose Station Road).

Supervisor Puglisi called the hearing to order at 7:56 p.m. 
Town Clerk Dyckman presented and read the Notice of Hearing as had been published in the official Town of Cortlandt newspaper.

Supervisor Puglisi stated that about two meetings ago we had a couple residents come to our Town Board meeting reminding us there are a lot of problems on this Seasonal Highway area which is off Washington Street.  Town officials felt that closing off the highway would be a big improvement to help with the solution of this problem.  First responders will still have access.

Supervisor Puglisi pointed out that when citizens come to the Town with problems and complaints, this is an example of the effort that is made to reach a solution.

Supervisor Puglisi thanked Kathleen Burleson, Director of Environmental Services, for all of her assistance in this problem.

There was no one additional wishing to speak and the Public Hearing was closed on motion made by Councilmember Cerreto, seconded by Councilmember Sloan.  All voted AYE.

* * * * *   

Councilmember Cerreto moved to adopt the following legislation, seconded by Councilmember Sloan:

RESOLUTION NO. 281-06 – RE:  Adopt a Negative Declaration in the matter of closure of the Seasonal Highway.

* *  
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PUBLIC HEARING – Seasonal Highway
RESOLUTION NO.  282-06 – RE:  Close the unimproved portion of Montrose Station Road known as “Seasonal Highway.”

There was no additional discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * * * * * * * 

HEARING of CITIZENS, (agenda items only)

None.
* * * * * * * * * * 

BID REPORTS

Councilmember Sloan moved that the bids opened July 13, 2006 for construction of the Cortlandt Dog Park be received, filed and rejected.  Councilmember Cerreto seconded the motion.  All voted AYE.

Councilmembers Sloan and Cerreto moved for adoption of the following legislation:

RESOLUTION NO. 283-06 – RE:  Authorize DOTS and DES to seek contributions and perform the construction of the Cortlandt Dog Park in-house at a cost not to exceed $35,000.

Discussion:  Supervisor Puglisi said this has now become the infamous Cortlandt Dog Park.  We do not want to pay a tremendous amount of money for this dog park so we’ve rejected the bids that came in at $90,000.  Now we’ll try to do some work in-house and Ed Vergano is in charge of attempting to get contributions from local stores in Cortlandt Town Center.
There was no further discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * * * * * * *  

REPORTS

Councilmember Sloan moved that the following bids be received and ordered filed, seconded by Councilmember Cerreto:

June, 2006 – DES/Office for the Aging.

July,  2006 -  DES/Office for the Aging, Purchasing Department, DOTS/Water 
                      Division and Town Clerk.
There was no discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * * * * * * * 

OLD BUSINESS

Councilmember Cerreto moved that the following documents be received and ordered filed, seconded by Councilmember Lindau:
Memo from the Town Attorney with respect to the Sunset Provisions for Subdivisions

* *  

Letter from James Grefig with respect to Lake Meahagh.  Refer, also to the DOTS.

* *   
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OLD BUSINESS, (cont.)
Reports from DES with respect to an open space parcel on Crompond Road.

* *  

Report from DES on signage at Maple Road/Route 202/Lincoln Titus School.

* *   

Report from the Supervisor on Cortlandt Emergency Plan (progress update)

* *  

Report from the Supervisor on Martin Trailer Park and grounds.

Discussion:  Supervisor Puglisi noted there are several neighbors of the trailer park present at this meeting.  A meeting has been set up for August 24th at 5:00 p.m. at the Community Center and all of the details of the trailer park and grounds will be discussed at that time.
* *   

Report from the Supervisor on current road improvement projects.

* *   

Report from the Supervisor on the joint board meeting with the Village of Buchanan on July 24, 2006.

Discussion:  Ongoing progess reports and suggestions, consultant’s reports are coming in on the Lake Meahagh issue.  There are many ideas to assist with the algae blooming and other problems along and in the lake.
* *  

Report from the Town Attorney with respect to dogs at large at Cross Creek.

There was no additional discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * * * * * * *  

NEW BUSINESS

Councilmember Lindau moved that the following be received and ordered filed, seconded by Councilmember Sloan:

Letter from Madeline Meier with respect to drainage issues in the area of 290 Locust Avenue.  Refer to DOTS and DES.

* *   

Request from Westchester Rockland Electrical Inspection Services, Inc. to be placed on the Town’s approved list.  Refer to DOTS.

* *   

Letter with respect to Planning and Zoning Board members and the NYS Retirement System.  Refer to the Legal Department and the Comptroller for further information.

* * 
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NEW BUSINESS, (cont.)
Letter from Mary Florin-McBride with respect to fluoride in the water system.  Refer, also, to DOTS and the Legal Department.

* * 
Draft Environmental Assessment from the New York Army National Guard with respect to demolition and construction at Camp Smith.  Refer to DOTS.

There was no discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * * * * * * *  

RESOLUTIONS

(All resolutions adopted at this meeting are to be found in full context affixed to the original copy of this document.)

Councilmember Cerreto moved that the following resolutions be adopted, seconded by Councilmember Sloan:

RESOLUTION NO. 284-06 – RE:  Appoint Sal Simone to the position “Maintenance Mechanic Repairman” in DES.

Discussion:  Supervisor Puglisi introduced Mr. Simone, saying he has worked for the Town for almost twenty years.  This represents an upgrade.

* *    
RESOLUTION NO. 285-06 – RE:  Appoint Fran Surak as a member of the 400th Hudson/Champlain Anniversary Committee.

* *  

RESOLUTION NO. 286-06 – RE:  Authorize the Supervisor and staff to review and negotiate with respect to an Intermunicipal Agreement with Westchester County with respect to the Stokes/Greene property and maintenance of Croton Gorge Park.

Discussion:  Supervisor Puglisi said the Town is delighted with the prospect of having the eight acres of this property, currently owned by Westchester County, transferred to the Town of Cortlandt.  There are a couple of questions about how the matter will proceed and the Town Attorney will join the Supervisor in a visit to the County Executive and his staff.  The property, located near the Croton Reservoir, provides one hundred acres of open space owned by the County.  About twelve acres will go to the DEP, New York City and eight acres to the Town of Cortlandt for open space and parkland.
* *   

RESOLUTION NO. 287-06 – RE:  Amend the V & T Code and authorize DES to install “15 minute parking, 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.” signs at various locations along Sixth Street in Verplanck for a six month trial period.

* * 
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RESOLUTIONS, (cont.)
RESOLUTION NO. 288-06 – RE:  Authorize a Fireworks Permit with respect to historic re-encampment activities during the weekend of August 25th to the 27th.

There was no additional discussion.  All voted AYE.
* * * * *
Councilmember Sloan moved that the following resolutions be adopted, seconded by Councilmember Cerreto:

RESOLUTION NO. 289-06 – RE:  Authorize funding for the Cortlandt Coalition Program for 2.0 days.

Discussion:  Councilmember John Sloan has been very active in working on this coalition program with our consultant over the last year, year and a half, to prevent alcohol abuse by our youth.
A polled vote of the board was, as follows:



Supervisor Puglisi



Yes,



Councilmember Cerreto


Yes,



Councilmember Sloan


Yes,



Councilmember Lindau


No.

Supervisor Puglisi declared the motion carried.

* *  

Councilmember Sloan moved for adoption of the following resolutions, seconded by Councilmember  Cerreto:

RESOLUTION NO. 290-06 – RE:  Authorize a change in Insurance Companies with respect to employee Life and Long Term Disability.

* *   

RESOLUTION NO.291 -06 – RE;  Authorize the Director of DOTS to pay the consultant for plans and specifications for courtroom roof replacement.

* *   

RESOLUTION NO. 292-06 – RE:  Authorize the DOTS Director to prepare a Work Change Order with respect to the flood gate modification.

Discussion:  Ed Vergano said this project has been successfully completed.  The preceding item relates to some field changes at Lake Meahagh in the amount of $6800.00.  The purpose of the project is to allow the lake waters to evacuate more rapidly during storm events and, also, there have been some low level gates installed to allow the water to be discharged during the winter months to allow the nutrients and other things that should not be in the water to burn off more readily.
* *  
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RESOLUTIONS, (cont.)
RESOLUTION NO.  293-06 – RE:  Authorize the DOTS to receive and file a letter with respect to contained asbestos and the Nyberg room roof.

Discussion:  Supervisor Puglisi said the Town was in possession of two separate reports from consultants stating there was no asbestos in the roof that’s being repaired.
* *    

RESOLUTION NO.294 -06 – RE:  Authorize the DOTS to purchase a dog shelter to be located at Arlo Lane.

* *  

RESOLUTION NO.  295-06 – RE:  Authorize DOTS to seek RFPs for the removal of a tank with respect to the Broadway Streetscape.

Discussion:  Councilmember Lindau asked that Ed Vergano elaborate on the above.

Ed Vergano said they are aware of five sub-surface fuel tanks at Sixth Street and Broadway that should be removed before this project commences later this year.
* *   

RESOLUTION NO. 296-06 – RE:  Authorize DOTS to schedule a Public Hearing with respect to the borrowing of $500,000 for improvements to the Stephens Lane Pump Station.

Discussion:  Supervisor Puglisi said she and her staff will be contacting residents of this area to get more information about this needed improvement.
* *   

RESOLUTION NO. 297-06 – RE:  Authorize DOTS to prepare a resolution to the New York State Department of Transportation and state elected officials requesting Route 6 in the Town of Cortlandt be known locally as “The Cortlandt Boulevard.”
There was no further discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * * * * * * *

ADDITIONS to the AGENDA

Councilmember Cerreto moved that the following items be added to the agenda, seconded by Councilmember Lindau, that the documents be received and ordered filed and the resolutions adopted:
Letter dated August 3, 2006 from Renee Pimienta with respect to safety concerns in the area of West Road, Ellis Street, Lakeland Avenue and Lexington Avenue; and refer to DES and the Traffic Safety Committee.

* *    

Letter dated July 25, 2006 from Eileen Donnelly with respect to a retaining wall, and refer to DOTS and the Legal Department.

* *  
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ADDITIONS to the AGENDAT, (cont.)
Report from DES with respect to Sprout Brook Road.

* *  

Letter from William Zutt, Esq. with respect to Benedict property on Trolley Road; and refer to DOTS and DES and the Legal Department.

* * * * *   

RESOLUTIONS
RESOLUTION NO. 298-06 – RE:  Extend the appointment of four seasonals to October 30, 2006 to work in DES.
* *    

RESOLUTION NO. 299-06 – RE:  Approve an emblem to be used on Town of Cortlandt flags.

Discussion:  Supervisor Puglisi said she had asked a summer intern employed in her office, Britney Carcova, to draw an emblem for our flag.  It’s a combination of our current seal and a previous seal used many, many years ago in the Town colors of maroon and gold.  

Supervisor Puglisi thanked Britney for the very attractive design.
* *   

RESOLUTION NO. 300-06 – RE:  Authorize DOTS to enter into an Agreement for construction of walls on Woodybrook Bridge.

* *  

RESOLUTION NO. 301-06 – RE:  Authorize a Personal Services Agreement with respect to the Brownsfield Project at Steamboat Riverfront Park.

* *  

RESOLUTION NO. 302-06 – RE:  Schedule a Public Hearing for September 19, 2006 to consider authorizing tow-away zones.  Establish tow-away zones.

Discussion:  Supervisor Puglisi said this is an attempt to assist some  neighbors and residents in the Croton River area of our community.
* *   

RESOLUTION NO. 303-06 – RE:  Schedule a Public Hearing for September 19, 2006 to consider extending the moratorium with respect to Planned Village Development (PVD) until December 31, 2006.
There was no additional discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * * * * * * *   

BUDGET TRANSFERS

None.

* * * * * * * * * * 
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REPORTS from VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS

None.

* * * * * * * * * *  

REPORTS from STANDING and SPECIAL COMMITTEES

None.

* * * * * * * * * *
HEARING of CITIZENS, (second)
Speaker:  Frank Gatto, Laura Court, Cortlandt Manor.
Subject:   Proposed Sports Dome.  What is the process for the public to state their
                 views.
* * * * * * * * * *  

ADJOURNMENT

Councilmember Cerreto moved the meeting be adjourned at 8:15 p.m. seconded by Councilmember Sloan.  All voted AYE.









Respectfully submitted,









JO-ANN DYCKMAN,









Town Clerk
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